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In my first 30 days with umbraco
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What to expect

¸ A fast-paced session for beginners who want 
ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÆÒÏÍ ɉÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÒÅÐÅÁÔɊ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ 
mistakes.

¸ Concepts

¸ "ÅÓÔ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȟ ÔÉÐÓȟ ȰÒÕÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÕÍÂȱ

¸ Demos (as many as we have time for)

¸ Your questions

¸ Presentation available at:
http://blog.percipientstudios.com
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Document types

¸ The storage area for your content
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Document types

¸ Use the best container for your content

¸ Like packing boxes for your web content

¸ (or, like database tables and fields)
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Document types

¸ Rules of thumb

¸ Make as many docTypes as you need

¸ If your design has a unique template you probably 
want a unique docType as well

¸ Typically, a docType has only one template 
associated with it
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Document types

¸ Defacto standard properties:

¸ bodyText

Å (primary content richtext editor)

¸ umbracoNaviHide

Å (true/false)
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Document types

¸ Special property aliases:

¸ umbracoRedirect 

ÅA nodeid (contentPicker)

ÅUmbraco will redirect to the selected page

¸ umbracoInternalRedirectId

ÅA nodeid (contentPicker)

Å5ÍÂÒÁÃÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÏÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÐÁÇÅȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ 
transparently; no url change
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Document types

¸ Special property aliases, continued:

¸ umbracoUrlName

ÅA textstring

Å/ÖÅÒÒÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÇÅȭÓ ÄÅÆÁÕÌÔ ÕÒÌ

¸ umbracoUrlAlias

ÅA textstring

ÅAdd additional urls for the page

Å%ØÁÍÐÌÅȡ ȰÆÁÑȟÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȾÈÅÌÐȾÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓȱ

Å.Ï ÓÐÁÃÅÓȟ ÎÏ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÓÌÁÓÈȟ ÎÏ ȰȢÁÓÐØȱ
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Templates

¸ Where docTypes and markup meet
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Templates

¸ DocTypesdefine the fields to store

¸ Content nodes contain the actual data

¸ Templates are for static HTML

¸ Notice the separation of content and 
presentation

¸ Save time with parallel site development, design, 
content entry
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Templates

¸ Templates are created by a designer

¸ Use your favorite design tool

ÅVisual Studio

ÅDream Weaver

ÅGoLive

ÅFrontPage (*gasp*)

¸ 5ÍÂÒÁÃÏ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ ÌÉÍÉÔÓȣ 
what you put in is what you get out
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Templates

¸ Use  .NET Master Pages

¸ HTML with placeholders 

¸ For docType property fields 

Å<umbraco:Item field="bodyText" runat="server"/>

¸ For macros

Å<umbraco:Macro Alias="MainNav" runat="server" />

bodyText

MainNav
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Templates

¸ Rules of thumb

¸ If you need another template,
you probably want another docType to go with it

¸ 9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ȬÈÏÍÅÐÁÇÅȭ ÔÅÍÐÌÁÔÅ

¸ You can have multiple templates for a page

ÅE.g., Print, RSS feed, Mobile views

ǐRemember the ?altTemplate= syntax, or append the 
template alias to the url
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Content organization

¸ Can make your life easy (or difficult)
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Content organization

¸ Organize content into logical sections
ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒȭÓ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ

¸ 5ÒÌȭÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÔÒÅÅ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ

¸ Easier to remember urls

¸ Helps with SEO

¸ Place the homepage at the top level,
and all other pages below it

¸ Macros are easier with this structure

¸ Also helpful for multi-language sites
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Content organization

¸ Keep detailed information in sub-nodes
and render the result on the parent 
ȰÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÒȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÁÃÒÏ

¸ Job postings

¸ Press releases

¸ FAQs

¸ Products
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Content organization

¸ Rules of thumb

¸ Organize the Media section into folders

¸ Store only items used by content nodes in the 
media section

¸ Keep imagery used in the templates and css
on the filesystem

Å5ÓÅÒÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÁÎÙ×ÁÙ
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Simplify the user experience
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Simplify the user experience

¸ Do as much work for the user as possible

¸ Better consistency

¸ Easier for the users

¸ More praise for you

¸ Less time supporting users

¸ Arrange docType properties

¸ Organize tabs

¸ Supply property descriptions

¸ Use mandatory and validation settings 
(if appropriate)
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Simplify the user experience

¸ Rules of thumb

¸ Add styles in the drop-down list

¸ Set richtext editor width to match
site design for better WYSIWYG

¸ Create multiple RTE datatypes

ÅAllows control over width, styles, toolbar features for 
each docType

¸ Ensure the right content appears in the right place 
×ÉÔÈ ÄÏÃ4ÙÐÅ ȰÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅȱ
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XSLT macros are easy

¸ If you use the built-in samples
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